
THE ANNUNCIATION
A Closer Look at the Gospels of Advent & Christmas



The Focus

• This is primarily about the 
conception on the eternal Word 
of God

• Mary’s role is important:  there is 
no good news, unless it is 
received

• She is the example of 
discipleship:  the first to hear, 
accept and then to proclaim it.

• Her role as a disciple is a 
necessary corollary, but not the 
primary message



Our Lady as disciple

• Luke presents the mother of the 
Lord as a disciple.  Seems obvious, 
but without this, we wouldn’t know

• Mark is deprecatory:  his mothers 
and brothers think him out of his 
mind and do not honor him (Mk 3: 
32-35) while the disciples do the 
will of God

• Matthew never indicates that she is 
a disciple



A family of disciples

• John presents her as part of 
the family of disciples as he 
presents her as the mother 
of the disciple that he loves

• Luke presents her as a 
believer and participator in 
the ministry of Jesus with a 
preeminence the other 
synoptics do not



The visit of the angel



John                  and           Jesus

• Takes place in Jerusalem

• Zechariah is of the priestly 
class

• Elizabeth and Zechariah have 
been yearning for a child

• The child is God’s response to 
their prayers

• The Baptist in conceived by 
human intercourse

• Occurs in Nazareth

• Mary is of the House of David

• Mary is a virgin, not yet 
intimate with her husband 

• That she is with child is God’s 
surprise initiative

• The conception of Jesus is a 
divine creative action, the 
overshadowing of the Holy 
Spirit, as it did over the 
waters of creation in Genesis



Biblical pattern of angel appearances

• Initially the visionary responds 
with fear

• The angel addresses the visionary 
(usually by name) with their role 
and the reassurance “Do not 
fear.”

• The message of the future child is 
named (often with an etymology 
of the name) and the role the child 
will play in God’s plan

• The visionary objects and may ask 
for a sign.



The Message

• Full of grace or Favored one

• She has found favor with 
God for what will come

• But it is a status that she 
enjoys already

• Thus her faithfulness is not 
a conversion, but a 
consistency in doing the 
will of the Father by how 
she is already living



The identity of the child

• The child is of the line of 
David, fulfillment of the 
prophecy of Nathan to 
David that he will have an 
enduring line of 
descendants who will rule 
forever (2 Samuel 7)

• Mary’s question allows the 
angel to explain he is Son 
of David and Son of God.



Luke 1 comparision with 2 Sam 7

• He will be great and will be 
called Son of the Most High

• And the Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father 
David;

• And he will be king over the 
house of Israel forever,

• And there shall be no end to 
his kingdom.

• I shall make for you a great 
name …  (v. 9)

• I shall establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever (v. 13)

• I shall be his father, and he 
will be my son (v. 14)

• And your house and your 
kingdom will be made sure 
forever (v. 16)



Mary’s Response

• Only one event is shared by all 3 
synoptics in which the mother of 
the Lord appears
• Mark 3: 3`-35
• Matthew 12: 46-50
• Luke 8: 19-21

• Mary’s response is to express not 
only consent to be the mother of 
the Redeemer, but to follow as a 
disciple  
• Let it be done to me according to 

your word.
• She meets the criterion for being a 

disciple – in fact is the first one.



Who is this child?

•Prince of Peace

•The Messiah or 
Christ

•The Son of David

•The Son of God

•Emmanuel, God is 
with us


